Saturday, September 20, 2008 | » Abu Dhabi C FAQ | Bookmark his page > Sign In | *Register

TheNational

Home. UAE  World Business O Search| - |

Sport  Arts & Life

Page three Nintendo’s ‘worst’ console wins some new  seealso
admirers » The perfect gl she's not scared of my Nintendo

Global briefing > Notable console flops
WattKwong > Virtual Boy history
Week in review Last Updated: September 14. 2008 11:24PM UAE / September 14. 2008 7:24PM GMT
The Federal Reserve Other Page three stories
ABU DHABI // The 3D e collector Mohammed Omran using his vint
B eTAe o ) STere0SCOPIC OG0IES  Niteods Vil Sy ur sy 4ot howe 1 snaran, | * Merass dreams of iy n the sy
o stom s gloal Drought on headaches  Pawan Singh / The Hational > Capitalrols outthe red carpet
financial chaos, while  &nd nausea the awkward » The skyis notfaling
the Us government  headse caused sare necks and the monochrome red displayled o eye strain. > A nightmare on Wall Street
appears to have lost » Even defeat tastes swester for Gy
Confidence infree When Nintendo's experiment with viual realty ~ the Virual Boy video game system
market econormics. ~ proved a commercial failure, he Japanese manufaciurer's ciics were hardly
shocked Top stories
Today's paper Thirleen years after s inauspicious dsbu, however, he system is suddenly > Sharjah infemo devastates Khalid Port
cesdine nevspaper s 13€IN0 SPOBpErS e U > Judge approves Lehman sale
e e Video game retalers empiying a warecuse in the Rashidia area of Dubailast  * Zardali’s sovereignty waming
monih discovered a long-ost shipment of 100 units, which collecors believe fo be * China milk recal spreads
the last of their kind st sealed n orginal facory bores: > South Americans inspire Al Ain

This rocuctws st e agoancnbocyknowitwasn ok ssid iy GRFVIGW
B e s o o Sty o B o e e

dead stock  didnt even know that this Virtual Boy existed until we found it” ¥ Are plans for a 1.5 mile tower in Dubai a valid
lectorcgams cnnsiats such o onammes Omansrachoguptao | oM Oranulangrogctootar
consoles. Like others, he had believed brand new models were impossible to What can the UAE do to protectits national identity
locate because the system was discontinued in the 1990s; unexpectedly availaple, * Should schools take a more active role in

e calculated, they could be worth many times theirface value. children's diets o isitthe responsibilty ofthe
famiy?
Abu Dhabi 24.
1was chasing itin allthe shops and allthe markets in Dubai Khour, but everything * Are you worried about raudulent acfiviy on your
Was lways vanished said i Omran, a 38-year-old slectical enginser fom cards? Have you been affected

Sharjah. “I's not an easy system to fin

> Have you been stuck n horrendous frafic jams this
You make the V ;

Considered one ofthe rarest and mostill-conceived pieces of game hardware ever,  kamadan? Do you think there are too many cars
the Virtual Boy was launched n 1995 but quietly Shelved a year later amid reports of 0N the foad?

Sendusyourstories  migraines and dizziness, apparently caused by excessive use.

and pictures Most popular stories

Nintendo moved only 770,000 units during the machine’s brief lfetime, falling far

S vorv Shor ofprjected sales oftres milon. Whe he company scrapped lans to
ourView release the product outside J: and North America, consoles in mint condition Most read Most e-mailed
@ epois became scarce.
@ c-paper In a market dominated by so-called “next generation” systems such as Sony's 1. Exiles’ return
O susscrpton PlyStaion 3, it Nov-found pOpUIay I e UAE s Surpnssa Snop Mansgers, |3 iocein oo
o howonderathe appeal o mic 18805 lop
Weathr 3 Anmadinsjad underlines rans
Drssreess One customer bought e fom us”said Layakath Al the Dubai operatons commimento nuclear agenda
managerfor e Geekay Games chain-Haybe 0t fcistomers are selling e
on eBay. There are big local collectors here always asking about Virtual Boys but 4 Nortn Korea to restart nuclear reactor
ost have neve heard of s system- 5 Limi sesks unly aftrsrasi vote
5 Stocks ralyas Us
Geekay Games's Abu Dhabi Mall tor Sold s stock ot syster n a few weels Pt
Wore have been bought a1 branches eisewnsre n e UAE: e burs are fough
In'Some cases, to have an eye on th resale value of what has becom an 7. US charges Dusi fims over it ran
merobable coiectos fem expots
Auctioned online, an unused model in factory packaging would fetch a price that 8. China's tainted milk crisis widens
made the Dh99 (US$27) selling price in UAE shops seem a bargain. According to 9. Are plans for a 1.5 mile tower in Dubai a

some retro gaming hobbyists, even a second-hand unit in good condition could valid development o a building project o
fetch over DR1,200. far

Al Wing patrols for rooftop shanties

Yetihe Nintendo relics uncovered in Rashidia were earmarked for the rubbish
dump untl ir Al salvaged them.

[The shipmen] was under some old cartons,” he said. “There were lofs of
customers looking for Virual Boys last year and lold them we didnt have any. |
remembered collectors who wanted1o have this one, 5o | could not say it was dead
stock.

In his pursuitof the device last year, lir Omran said he tracked down a used Virtual
Boyfor sale online, but backed down from buying itwhen he saw the price, already
several hundred dollars for a second-hand model.

ftwas too much,” said the collector, who has a collection of etro video games
merchandise valued at Dh20,000. It hard to find this system in good quality. You
‘would be lucky enough if you can find an old Virtual Boy] game iself for US$200,
like Space Invaders ”

‘When Mr Omran leamt that 100 pristine Virtual Boys were in the country, he leapt at
the opportunity and quickly bought his pair,the second for spare parts as backup
forthe first

“We here in the UAE are lucky enough to get some units,” he said. “You can find it
on eBay on the US markets for maybe USS100, but it will not be new with a box”

Hr Omran's brother, Hassan, also purchased a system, but freely admits that
although he s also  collector, e did so as an “investment”

1 had some local friends who are also Nintendo collectors and they asked me,
‘Can you get me one'?" said 23-year-old Hassan. “But you know if you wantto
spend more than two hours playing on t, your neck will be sore. It really cool, but |
don'twantto use . It was Nintendo's worst invention.”

Design flaws were a major factor in the device's nitial ailure to make an impact
Lastyear, PC World magazine listed the Viriual Boy as the “fith-ugliest productin
tech history”.

In order to play, itwas necessary to immerss the face in 3 cumbersome head
mount to block out extemal distractions while mirrored lenses broadcast 3D
araphics. The effect reportedy gave some players blurred or doudle vision. Some
were baffled that gameplay displayed only in bright-red LED, p

the use of other colours would have been too costly — and headaches were
common among those who played to excess

Stickers on the packaging even wamed of the danger of “permanent eye damage”
and Nintendo adised players notto peer into the visor for intervals exceeding 15
minutes. Anote on the box read: ‘Eye Advisory—for players Seven years and older.”
Christian Radke, 26, a student who runs the Planet Virtual Boy website in Germany,
said: “People were afraid it would hurt their eyes. Itwas a failed experiment Many
parents wouldn'tlettheir children have one.

Mr Radke's Virtual Boy memorabilia, valued at US$8,000 (Dh29,400) includes
Japanese prototypes, accessories and original boxes. But he has never
encountered a brand new system,

A boxed Virtual Boy would cost at least 250 Euros (Dh1,281) on eBay.de.” he said
“That one would not be new, though. | actually never saw someone seling a brand
new one.

Told that local games shops were selling them at Dhg, Mr Radke said some of
the 600 members on his online Virual Boy forum might seek ways to buy cheap
units from the UAE.

But according to Geekay Games, thatwill not be easy. The store does not sell
merchandise online.

Hard-core collectors such as Mohammed Omran say acquiring all 22 games may
be his next step. Obscure fitles released only in Japan are worth several times.
more than the system themselves.

He s notlooking to profitfrom the purchase, however.

1fyou take this and sell it in the US, you will for sure make good money” he said
But'm a collector, I'm not interested n seling.”

Although the dream of an all-embracing world of virtual realiy was not fulfiled, Hr
Radke said Nintendo's failed experiment still held “magical” appeal because of its
innovative 3D technology.

A for suggestions that it was potentially harmil to users, Hr Ali from Geekay
Games said he had suffered no symptoms.

People said it was affecting eyesight but 'm not sure aboutthat,” he said.
enjoyed playing [the game] Mario's Tennis daily and | have no headaches. | know
actuallythatthey say tis a big faiure, butits a good system to have.”
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